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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 4185 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CVIS PFOR ETRD CH 

SUBJ: USG REPRESENTATION AT CANTON TRADE FAIR 
REF: A. HONG KONG 4041 B. STATE 73320 

1. AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS IN HONG KONG ARE BEGINNING TO PRESS 
ON SUBJECT OF WHETHER OR NOT CONGEN PERSONNEL WILL RECEIVE 
VISAS FOR ATTENDING CANTON FAIR. LINE SEEMS TO BE THAT NO 
CORRESPONDENTS HAVE RECEIVED VISAS AND SINCE CONGEN OFFICERS 
HAVE NOT RECEIVED THEM EITHER THERE MUST BE SOME POLICY 
IMPLICATION FOR US-PRC RELATIONS. 

MOST RECENT AND VIGOROUS PROBE HAS COME FROM UPI CORRESPONDENT, 
CHARLES SMITH, WHO AFTERNOON APRIL 16 ATTEMPTED TO FIND OUT 
WHEN AND WHERE APPLICATIONS FOR CONGEN OFFICERS WERE SUBMITTED. 
WE HAVE HELD FIRMLY TO OUR LINE REFTEL A AND WILL CONTINUE TO 
DO SO BUT IT OCCURS TO US THAT IT MIGHT BE WORTHWHILE 
FOR PRCLO TO LEARN THAT REPORTERS WILL BE SHORTLY CONFIRM- 
ING VERY POINT MADE BY ARMSTRONG IN HIS DEMARCHE OF APRIL 
10 (REF B), NAMELY THAT U.S. PRESS WILL DRAW CONCLUSION THAT 
RDYUSAL TO ALLOW CONGEN OFFICERS TO HELP U.S. BUSINESSMEN AT 
FAIR ME AND DETERIORATION IN US/PRC RELATIONS. 

2. WE BELIEVE THAT UPI WILL FOLLOW THIS SUBJECT UP IN WASH- 
INGTON AND WOULD APPRECIATE PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED DEPT'S 
NOON BRIEFING ASAP SINCE THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY TRY TO CROSS- 
RUFF US. PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IS TO HAVE GOOD ANSWERS, 
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DEPENDING ON HOW DEPT WISHES TO IHAY IT, FOR QUESTIONS AS TO 
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WHEN VISA REQUESTS WERE SUBMITTED AND WHETHER DELAY IS 
SIGNIFICANT IN TERMS OF US/PRC RELATIONS. 

CROSS 
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